
The
LM555



LM555

Vcc between 4.5 and 16 volts

(TLC555 - between 2.0 and 15 V)

timing from microseconds to hours 

monostable (single pulse) mode

astable (pulse train) mode

use power bypass caps (.1uF ceramic 

in parallel with 1uF electrolytic)

Connection Diagram
Dual-In-Line, Small Outline

and Molded Mini Small Outline Packages

00785103

Top View

Ordering Information
Package Part Number Package Marking Media Transport NSC Drawing

8-Pin SOIC LM555CM LM555CM Rails
M08A

LM555CMX LM555CM 2.5k Units Tape and Reel

8-Pin MSOP LM555CMM Z55 1k Units Tape and Reel
MUA08A

LM555CMMX Z55 3.5k Units Tape and Reel

8-Pin MDIP LM555CN LM555CN Rails N08E

LM
55

5

www.national.com 2



LM555 astable (multivibrator) mode

free running (self-triggering)

frequency and duty cycle set by 
external Ra, Rb, and C

f =
1.44

(Ra + 2Rb)C

D =
Rb

Ra + 2Rb

Frequency:

Duty cycle:

Applications Information (Continued)

Figure 5 shows the waveforms generated in this mode of
operation.

The charge time (output high) is given by:
t1 = 0.693 (RA + RB) C

And the discharge time (output low) by:
t2 = 0.693 (RB) C

Thus the total period is:
T = t1 + t2 = 0.693 (RA +2RB) C

The frequency of oscillation is:

Figure 6 may be used for quick determination of these RC
values.
The duty cycle is:

FREQUENCY DIVIDER
The monostable circuit of Figure 1 can be used as a fre-
quency divider by adjusting the length of the timing cycle.
Figure 7 shows the waveforms generated in a divide by three
circuit.

PULSE WIDTH MODULATOR
When the timer is connected in the monostable mode and
triggered with a continuous pulse train, the output pulse
width can be modulated by a signal applied to pin 5. Figure
8 shows the circuit, and in Figure 9 are some waveform
examples.

00785109

VCC = 5V Top Trace: Output 5V/Div.

TIME = 20µs/DIV. Bottom Trace: Capacitor Voltage 1V/Div.

RA = 3.9k!
RB = 3k!
C = 0.01µF

FIGURE 5. Astable Waveforms
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FIGURE 6. Free Running Frequency

00785111

VCC = 5V Top Trace: Input 4V/Div.

TIME = 20µs/DIV. Middle Trace: Output 2V/Div.

RA = 9.1k! Bottom Trace: Capacitor 2V/Div.

C = 0.01µF

FIGURE 7. Frequency Divider

00785112

FIGURE 8. Pulse Width Modulator
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Applications Information

MONOSTABLE OPERATION
In this mode of operation, the timer functions as a one-shot
(Figure 1). The external capacitor is initially held discharged
by a transistor inside the timer. Upon application of a nega-
tive trigger pulse of less than 1/3 VCC to pin 2, the flip-flop is
set which both releases the short circuit across the capacitor
and drives the output high.

The voltage across the capacitor then increases exponen-
tially for a period of t = 1.1 RA C, at the end of which time the
voltage equals 2/3 VCC. The comparator then resets the
flip-flop which in turn discharges the capacitor and drives the
output to its low state. Figure 2 shows the waveforms gen-
erated in this mode of operation. Since the charge and the
threshold level of the comparator are both directly propor-
tional to supply voltage, the timing interval is independent of
supply.

During the timing cycle when the output is high, the further
application of a trigger pulse will not effect the circuit so long
as the trigger input is returned high at least 10µs before the
end of the timing interval. However the circuit can be reset

during this time by the application of a negative pulse to the
reset terminal (pin 4). The output will then remain in the low
state until a trigger pulse is again applied.
When the reset function is not in use, it is recommended that
it be connected to VCC to avoid any possibility of false
triggering.
Figure 3 is a nomograph for easy determination of R, C
values for various time delays.
NOTE: In monostable operation, the trigger should be driven
high before the end of timing cycle.

ASTABLE OPERATION
If the circuit is connected as shown in Figure 4 (pins 2 and 6
connected) it will trigger itself and free run as a multivibrator.
The external capacitor charges through RA + RB and dis-
charges through RB. Thus the duty cycle may be precisely
set by the ratio of these two resistors.

In this mode of operation, the capacitor charges and dis-
charges between 1/3 VCC and 2/3 VCC. As in the triggered
mode, the charge and discharge times, and therefore the
frequency are independent of the supply voltage.

00785105

FIGURE 1. Monostable

00785106

VCC = 5V Top Trace: Input 5V/Div.

TIME = 0.1 ms/DIV. Middle Trace: Output 5V/Div.

RA = 9.1k! Bottom Trace: Capacitor Voltage 2V/Div.

C = 0.01µF

FIGURE 2. Monostable Waveforms

00785107

FIGURE 3. Time Delay

00785108

FIGURE 4. Astable
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output



LM555 monostable mode

output is stable low

low-going trigger on 2 
sends the output high

will return low based on R  and C

Applications Information

MONOSTABLE OPERATION
In this mode of operation, the timer functions as a one-shot
(Figure 1). The external capacitor is initially held discharged
by a transistor inside the timer. Upon application of a nega-
tive trigger pulse of less than 1/3 VCC to pin 2, the flip-flop is
set which both releases the short circuit across the capacitor
and drives the output high.

The voltage across the capacitor then increases exponen-
tially for a period of t = 1.1 RA C, at the end of which time the
voltage equals 2/3 VCC. The comparator then resets the
flip-flop which in turn discharges the capacitor and drives the
output to its low state. Figure 2 shows the waveforms gen-
erated in this mode of operation. Since the charge and the
threshold level of the comparator are both directly propor-
tional to supply voltage, the timing interval is independent of
supply.

During the timing cycle when the output is high, the further
application of a trigger pulse will not effect the circuit so long
as the trigger input is returned high at least 10µs before the
end of the timing interval. However the circuit can be reset

during this time by the application of a negative pulse to the
reset terminal (pin 4). The output will then remain in the low
state until a trigger pulse is again applied.
When the reset function is not in use, it is recommended that
it be connected to VCC to avoid any possibility of false
triggering.
Figure 3 is a nomograph for easy determination of R, C
values for various time delays.
NOTE: In monostable operation, the trigger should be driven
high before the end of timing cycle.

ASTABLE OPERATION
If the circuit is connected as shown in Figure 4 (pins 2 and 6
connected) it will trigger itself and free run as a multivibrator.
The external capacitor charges through RA + RB and dis-
charges through RB. Thus the duty cycle may be precisely
set by the ratio of these two resistors.

In this mode of operation, the capacitor charges and dis-
charges between 1/3 VCC and 2/3 VCC. As in the triggered
mode, the charge and discharge times, and therefore the
frequency are independent of the supply voltage.

00785105

FIGURE 1. Monostable
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VCC = 5V Top Trace: Input 5V/Div.

TIME = 0.1 ms/DIV. Middle Trace: Output 5V/Div.

RA = 9.1k! Bottom Trace: Capacitor Voltage 2V/Div.

C = 0.01µF

FIGURE 2. Monostable Waveforms
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FIGURE 3. Time Delay

00785108

FIGURE 4. Astable
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Applications Information

MONOSTABLE OPERATION
In this mode of operation, the timer functions as a one-shot
(Figure 1). The external capacitor is initially held discharged
by a transistor inside the timer. Upon application of a nega-
tive trigger pulse of less than 1/3 VCC to pin 2, the flip-flop is
set which both releases the short circuit across the capacitor
and drives the output high.

The voltage across the capacitor then increases exponen-
tially for a period of t = 1.1 RA C, at the end of which time the
voltage equals 2/3 VCC. The comparator then resets the
flip-flop which in turn discharges the capacitor and drives the
output to its low state. Figure 2 shows the waveforms gen-
erated in this mode of operation. Since the charge and the
threshold level of the comparator are both directly propor-
tional to supply voltage, the timing interval is independent of
supply.

During the timing cycle when the output is high, the further
application of a trigger pulse will not effect the circuit so long
as the trigger input is returned high at least 10µs before the
end of the timing interval. However the circuit can be reset

during this time by the application of a negative pulse to the
reset terminal (pin 4). The output will then remain in the low
state until a trigger pulse is again applied.
When the reset function is not in use, it is recommended that
it be connected to VCC to avoid any possibility of false
triggering.
Figure 3 is a nomograph for easy determination of R, C
values for various time delays.
NOTE: In monostable operation, the trigger should be driven
high before the end of timing cycle.

ASTABLE OPERATION
If the circuit is connected as shown in Figure 4 (pins 2 and 6
connected) it will trigger itself and free run as a multivibrator.
The external capacitor charges through RA + RB and dis-
charges through RB. Thus the duty cycle may be precisely
set by the ratio of these two resistors.

In this mode of operation, the capacitor charges and dis-
charges between 1/3 VCC and 2/3 VCC. As in the triggered
mode, the charge and discharge times, and therefore the
frequency are independent of the supply voltage.
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FIGURE 1. Monostable
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VCC = 5V Top Trace: Input 5V/Div.

TIME = 0.1 ms/DIV. Middle Trace: Output 5V/Div.

RA = 9.1k! Bottom Trace: Capacitor Voltage 2V/Div.

C = 0.01µF

FIGURE 2. Monostable Waveforms
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FIGURE 3. Time Delay
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FIGURE 4. Astable
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note: the trigger should be returned high 
before the end of the timing cycle

A


